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Reflective Project 

1. Observation of a non-music teacher. 

On November 6, I observed Ms. Jen Stedman teaching Honors Chemistry class with 10th 

grade students.  The class’s activity for the day was a puzzle that worked to help students 

understand relationships and patterns in the periodic table.  Students were divided into small 

groups (about 3 students per group); each group was given a set of specially designed cards.  

These cards had different qualities, such as color, holes cut in the cards, shapes, numbers on top 

and bottom, little stars.  One card was missing from the set – the students’ ultimate goal was to 

determine the qualities of the missing cards. 

 First, Ms. Stedman had students describe the aspects of cards to determine the ways that 

cards are different.  Then, she asked students to analyze the cards in order to find repeating 

patterns in the cards’ attributes.  Students made many failed attempts at organizing the cards, 

looking for complex patterns based on the number of stars and holes the stars had.  Ms. Stedman 

did not offer very direct help to students in terms of finding patterns, but she pointed out 

problems in their hypothesized patterns and directed them to “not overthink” ordering the cards.  

Eventually, students realized that the cards can be organized by color – creating a rainbow when 

cards are laid out horizontally in order – which causes a pattern in the holes to appear. 

 Once students had all come to the above conclusion about card order, Mrs. Culver asked 

students to take their large horizontal ordering of cards and make meaningful groups with 

vertical ordering.  To do this, students had to find where the patterns of holes repeat, break the 

horizontal set of cards into smaller groups, and then stack these groups.  Doing this reveals a 

hole in the small patterns of cards.   
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 Once stacked vertically, students have to find and describe as many patterns as possible.  

They know the color pattern and the pattern of holes.  Now, they have to find the patterns of 

other attributes such as the numbers and the shape of the cards.  Doing so requires looking at the 

cards in diagonal rows, vertical rows, etc.  Finally, students had to hypothesize about the missing 

card’s attributes.  Many student groups guessed these attributes correctly.   

Ms. Stedman closed the lesson noting that the way students were able to draw predictions 

about missing cards from the patterns found in known cards is how scientists were able to 

determine information about unknown elements in the periodic table.  This activity presented 

concepts and ideas to students via guided discovery learning.  Ms. Stedman directed students 

towards answers and confirmed correct answers but did not give students answers or present 

content directly.  Assessing students was conducted by asking students questions about their 

work and about their hypotheses while interacting with individual small groups.  Feedback was 

given both as whole-class discussions of the correct answers to different steps of the activity and 

as individual group feedback.  For example, Ms. Stedman worked to make sure students had 

completed all steps of the process.  One group felt they had finished their work, but Ms. Stedman 

pointed out a problem in one of their patterns and noted that they had not attempted to find all 

patterns, therefore directing them to continue working. 

This lesson was quite hectic due to the group work involved, but students were largely 

interested in the activity and were on-task.  The activity, being a difficult and sequential puzzle 

for students to solve, motivated students to work.  However, there were occasional times when 

students were on their phones or were being disrespectful to each other.  Ms. Stedman was clear 

and concise in her method of addressing these issues, saying “Those of you with your phones 

out, put them away please,” and similar phrases.  While the groups progressed, some groups got 



Scott Little  Nov. 18, 2019 

ahead of others and started to play on their phones.  For these groups, Ms. Stedman gave them 

the instructions for the next section of the puzzle, directing them to continue working ahead as 

opposed to stopping and becoming interested in other things.  Ms. Stedman also complimented 

students who were working hard.  Finally, she had a good rapport with students and was able to 

make them laugh.  At one point, Ms. Stedman said, “You can do letter C now.”  A student 

responded, “I don’t want to.”  Ms. Stedman joke, “Good for you,” making the class laugh and 

making the student go back to work. 

I liked this lesson.  It made the content into a tactile activity and engaged students.  Most 

students were engaged for the entire lesson, and all groups were motivated to solve the puzzle 

 

 

2. Interview of a parent. 

For this portion of the project, I communicated with Ms. Erin Barnett, a parent of 2 current 

high school band students—one a saxophonist, the other a percussionist—and a volunteer with 

the Cuyahoga Falls Music Program.  Over email, Ms. Barnett gave the following answers to my 

questions: 

Q: What are your thoughts on the CFalls music program in general?   

Barnett: In general, we love and are very grateful for the CFalls music program. I talk to so 

many friends and family in other districts who don't have a fraction of the opportunities CFalls 

gives our music students. The curricular aspect of marching band, the dedicated and oh-so-

patient middle school directors, and the caring and involved high school directors really make 

the difference. Personally, my daughters have benefited greatly for having been involved in the 

program.   
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Q: Do you feel that music has had an impact on your child/ren's life and education?  

What are your views on the role of music in learning? 

Barnett: I do feel it has had a positive impact. The rule in our house is you will learn to read 

music and play an instrument. There's no expectation of excellence but definitely to participate 

and learn. If they happen to do well, then that's a bonus.  I've read and read all about the benefits 

that musical learning has on other aspects of learning like memory, spatial learning, 

coordination, etc. Music is therapeutic. Music can be calming, entertaining, an escape, have a 

positive effect on mood and provides a balance to stress. Listening to music is a constant in our 

home. My family comes from a tiny island off the coast of Ireland called Inishbofin, and music 

awareness, participation, and appreciation are as everyday as eating a meal. 

Q: From your perspective as a community member, how do you feel the city of Cuyahoga 

Falls views the music program in their school? 

Barnett: The community seems very supportive of our music program. The enthusiasm and 

ever-increasing amount of donations on the annual tag day and the support during the new 

uniform campaign were very positive. I wish there were greater attendance at our other concert 

performances. The kids are so good and work so hard, it would be nice to have a more even 

appreciation for our concert bands as well as the marching band. 

Ms. Barnett did not respond to the following question: 

Q: Can you give me the rundown on your child/children's involvement with the music 

program?  How long have you been involved, and what all does your involvement look like?  

Why did you decide to go above and beyond by helping the music program? 

To answer this question, I asked Mrs. Culver about Ms. Barnett’s involvement with the 

program.  Mrs. Culver says Ms. Barnett is very helpful and also a very nice person to work with.  
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Ms. Barnett takes care of an extremely important job – she manages all of the concert band 

uniforms and fits all children for these uniforms.  There are 232 total students in the concert 

bands, and not all of the concert bands have the same uniform (though, every uniform has 

multiple pieces).  Managing all of these students and clothes is an extremely important job. 

 

 

3. Interview a school counselor. 

On Nov. 13, I interviewed Mr. Stewart, a school counselor.  (Mrs. Culver, following my 

interview, noted that Cuyahoga Falls guidance counselors much prefer to be named school 

counselors.) Mr. Stewart handles the majority of the scheduling for Cuyahoga Falls, among 

many other duties.  When asked to define what he does at Cuyahoga Falls, Mr. Stewart said “A 

little bit of everything.”  He says guidance serves as a liason between students and the people 

who have an interest in students’ educations, such as staff and parents.    

When asked about working with student mental health issues, Mr. Stewart notes that he does 

little of that.  He is not trained as a therapist and therefore cannot diagnose illnesses or develop 

plans for the improvement of student education post diagnosis.  That said, he can do assessments 

to determine if a student needs treatment for help dealing with suicidal ideations.  He also is not 

heavily involved in the development of IEPs or in implementing the IDEA.  The furthest he goes 

in this realm is in the development and tracking of 504 plans.  504 plans are accommodations 

meant to help students function in school without changing the path or development of their 

specific education. 

While Mr. Stewart does not do much in the above areas, he works very hard to manage the 

schedule for the entire high school.  The way band is handled at the school has a strong impact 



Scott Little  Nov. 18, 2019 

on his scheduling work.  In fact, he says “Band drives the schedule.”  The nature of band 

scheduling at Cuyahoga Falls is that all bands rehearse during 4th period, the lunch period where 

students either go to lunch during 4A, 4B, or 4C (each 25 minutes) and then go to a class for the 

other two periods.  The 4 bands all rehearse within one period, which is only possible during 4th 

period considering the 3 teachers available and the required space for rehearsing a band.  Having 

band during 4th period is the best way to effectively use the 3 music teachers and allow them to 

travel to other buildings throughout the day.  However, the fact that band occurs during 4th 

period means that many Honors and AP classes, which many band kids take, must be scheduled 

during other periods.  Another question I asked in regard to band was how Mr. Stewart thinks the 

school views the music program.  He says that the arts program in general in the school are 

viewed highly, but that many teachers feel the music program “gets a lot” in terms of scheduling 

and staffing.  According to Mr. Stewart, the music department is one of the only departments that 

is properly staffed (other departments have too few teachers). 

The final question I asked Mr. Stewart was “What do young teachers tend to not know about 

guidance counselors?”  Mr. Stewart responded by saying “We know less and more than you 

think.”  Young teachers need to learn to keep lines of communication open with guidance 

counselors, both to give them knowledge of students and to receive advice. 

After interviewing Mr. Stewart, I also discussed the role of guidance in the school with Mrs. 

Culver.  She notes that school counselors are a little more analogous to advisors at Kent State 

than to mental health professionals.  They handle many administrative tasks, primarily 

scheduling and making sure all students are on track to graduate.  They also run standardized 

tests and other data crunching. 


